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Marshall biology
museum receives
improvement grant
By ELIZABETH STEWART

THE PARTHENON
The West Virginia Biological Survey Museum received
a $370,000 National Science
Foundation collections improvement grant this year.
Suzanne Strait, professor and curator of the West
Virginia Biological Survey
Museum, and Tom Pauley, professor of herpetology, applied
for the grant.
Strait said including Pauley
in the grant application just
made sense.
“I’m mainly a mammologist and the collection is
mammology and reptiles and
amphibians so we put it together so we could try to
properly curate the specimens,”
Strait said.
The museum is located on
the third floor of the Science
Building and contains more
than 20,000 specimens that
range from salamanders and
toads to squirrels and foxes.
“It’s a really impressive collection, its all West Virginia
specimens,” Strait said. “It’s
got the best collection of West
Virginia mammals and reptiles
and amphibians anywhere in
the country.”
Strait said some specimens
in the collection date back 70
years, and the goal over the
next two years of the grant is to
properly curate and store these
specimens for years of use for
not only Marshall students, but
for the community of science as
a whole.
“There’s no reason why
something in a jar or a skeleton
can’t be around in 500 years,
even if the animals aren’t, so
that makes it a really important
resource,” Strait said. “We have
things that are federally endangered in this state that we have
specimens of, so they’re important scientifically.”
Another purpose of the museum grant will be to get an
online database that will include not only the specimens in
the museum, but also speciesspecific information.
Strait said she has been working with students in several of
her classes to create species
descriptions, keys and distribution maps to be included in the
database.
“The whole reason to get it
online is a lot of people don’t
know how extensive our collections are, and so we can
become a part of national databases that tell people looking
for a certain species which museums throughout the country
have the specimens,” Strait
said.

Event provides frights,
fun for local children
By CAROLINE VASSILIOU

THE PARTHENON
Witches, clowns and monsters infiltrated the Marshall Recreation Center, laughing and shouting as they
wreaked havoc during the 4th annual Haunted Rec
event.
Those entering Haunted Rec on Tuesday could see
decorated pumpkins and other Halloween decorations
leading them down the hallway toward the festivities.
Several volunteers worked behind booths passing out
healthy snacks and assisting the children as they did
crafts and other activities such as walking through the
haunted house and jumping rope.
Carissa Janczewski, junior public relations major, enjoyed working the crafts booth.
“I chose to run this booth because I really enjoy doing
crafts,” Janczewski said. “It was important to me to find a
craft that children of every age could participate in.”
Amirah Zeigler, 11, said she especially enjoyed the craft
booth.
“The best part of it all was choosing a Tootsie Roll
flavored lollipop and turning it into a ghost by adding
tissue,” Zeigler said. “It was neat learning how to turn a
tasty treat into a cute Halloween decoration.”
Many of the participants said the haunted obstacle
course was their favorite part of the event. The obstacle
included howling hurdles, creepy ladder drills, horrifying
hula-hoops and bone-chilling box jumps.
Maddy Blevins, 9, attended the event with her friends
and father.
“I really liked the obstacle course because I got to exercise,” Blevins said. “It wasn’t too scary and it made it fun.”
The Haunted Rec event is a Huntington area Healthy
Kids, Healthy WV event.
The Marshall Recreation Center partnered with the
Huntington Regional Chamber of Commerce’s Young
Professionals Committee to encourage kids to be active
through the Healthy Kids, Healthy WV initiative.
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MU students screen senior citizens for depression
By JEREMY BROWN

THE PARTHENON
Mental Health America recently
ranked West Virginia as the second most depressed in America,
following behind Utah.
With the state’s many mental
health matters in mind graduate
students at Marshall University
have been participating in free
health fairs and screening around
the community to help residents
of all ages coping with depression
and anxiety.
Most recently, Marshall students contributed in a health fair
at Cabell Huntington Hospital
for senior citizens. The students
screened volunteers for anxiety

and depression and provided referral information in an effort to
combat, the often overlooked, depression in West Virginia’s senior
community.
“Many seniors talked with
us about late-life issues including significant losses and health
concerns,” Psychology professor
Penny Koontz said.
Koontz organized the screening.
In total 12 doctoral students
volunteered last month at the
Cabell Huntington Hospital SeniorFest. In about six hours the
students screened 125 seniors.
“It was awesome to be able to
talk to people about their concerns while providing practical

Teenage brothers charged in
killing of 12-year-old N.J. girl
By TINA SUSMAN

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
NEW YORK — Two New Jersey brothers, ages 15 and 17,
were arrested and charged with
first-degree murder Tuesday
in the death of a 12-year-old
neighbor, Autumn Pasquale,
who vanished while riding her
bicycle and whose body was
found in a recycling bin outside
the suspects’ home.
Gloucester County prosecutor Sean F. Dalton told a news
conference that the boys were
taken into custody in Clayton,
a city of 8,100 people about 25
miles from Philadelphia, after
their mother contacted law enforcement regarding postings
on one of their Facebook pages.
He did not name the youths or
give additional details of the
postings.
Dalton said both brothers
were charged with first-degree
murder; conspiracy; tampering
with evidence; disposal of the
body; and theft. The 15-year-old
was also charged with luring.
“Our investigation shows she
was lured to the juveniles’ house
where this crime was committed,” Dalton said.
Officials said it was too early
to say if the pair, who turned
themselves in Tuesday along
with their attorneys, would be
charged as adults. Dalton said
it appeared they had persuaded

Autumn to enter the home so
they could steal her white BMX
bicycle.
Autumn was reported missing Saturday evening after she
failed to return home by her 8
p.m. curfew. Hundreds of law
enforcement personnel and volunteers in southwestern New
Jersey joined the search, which
ended late Monday night when
her body was found in a plastic
recycling container just a few
blocks from her home.
The bin would have been
taken away later, because Tuesday is trash collection day in the
area, if someone had not looked
inside. Autumn’s bicycle was
found inside the house near the
spot where she was found dead.
As the bike was brought out
from the white stucco house, a
collective “oh no” arose from a
crowd of onlookers. Police also
recovered a backpack believed
to be Autumn’s from the home.
Dalton said Autumn was
strangled and suffered bluntforce injuries.
According to The Associated
Press, three teenage brothers live
in the home where the bicycle
was discovered and hold frequent parties there. Before the
discovery of the body, hundreds
of people gathered for a vigil
Monday night to hope for the
return of the girl, who would
have turned 13 on Monday.

Penn State scientist
files defamation suit
By RENEE SCHOOF

MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS (MCT)
WASHINGTON — Penn State
University scientist Michael
Mann, whose work showed
that Earth’s temperatures have
risen along with increased fossil fuel use, announced Tuesday
he had filed a lawsuit against the
conservative National Review
and the Competitive Enterprise Institute for defamation,
complaining that they falsely
accused him of academic fraud
and compared him to convicted
child molester Jerry Sandusky.
Organizations denying that
climate change is a serious
problem have condemned
Mann for years.
Mann was one of the scientists whose emails were hacked
from a climate research center at Britain’s University of
East Anglia in 2009. Climate
skeptics quoted portions of
the emails in an attempt to
discredit the scientists in what
the critics dubbed “Climategate.” But government and

university investigations found
no misconduct.
The lawsuit, filed Monday in the
Superior Court of the District of
Columbia, argued that the two conservative outlets and two writers
named in the suit, Rand Simberg
and Mark Steyn, “maliciously accused (Mann) of academic fraud,
the most fundamental defamation
that can be levied against a scientist and a professor.”
Simberg, in a Competitive Enterprise Institute blog post in
July, wrote that “Mann could be
said to be the Jerry Sandusky of
climate science, except for instead of molesting children, he
molested and tortured data.”
Competitive Enterprise Institute general counsel Sam
Kazman said the institute withdrew the offending sentence
within days when Mann’s attorney complained. He said it
was “an episode of rhetorical
hyperbole.” The institute didn’t
apologize, Kazman said.

See PENN STATE | Page 5

services,” Elijah Wise, graduate
student and SeniorFest screener,
said.
While this was Marshall’s first
year participating in SeniorFest,
the psychology department has
offered free health screenings to
Huntington residents for years. In
the past, Marshall students organized Women’s Wellness Days to
provide free mental health screening to women in our area.
Koontz has been involved with
these free health screenings since
day one. She organized the first
Women’s Wellness Day screenings
when she was a doctoral student
at Marshall.
Overall she said she was happy

with the results of SeniorFest.
“We hope to partner again with
Cabell Huntington Hospital for
future senior health activities,”
Koontz said. “I was thrilled that
we were able to provide this.”
Marshall student Leslee Browning, who also participated in
SeniorFest, echoes Koontz optimism that Marshall will do more
screenings in the future.
“The director of SeniorFest was
very happy to host us this year
and insisted on our participation
for the following year,” Browning
said.
Jeremy Brown can be contacted @ brown654@marshall.
edu.
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Marshall University students contributed in a health fair
Tuesday at Cabell Huntington Hospital. The students
screened senior citizenss for anxiety and depression.
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ABOVE: Supporters of President Barack Obama cheer for him during a campaign rally
in Delray Beach, Fla., on Tuesday. RIGHT: President Barack Obama greets supporters
with a wave in Delray Beach, Fla., on Tuesday, the morning after the third and final
presidential debate held at Lynn University in Boca Raton, Fla. Several thousand
supporters filled the Delray Beach Tennis Center to hear the President speak at what
the campaign called a Grassroots Event.

Obama, Romney head
back to battleground states
By LESLEY CLARK, WILLIAM
DOUGLAS and ANITA KUMAR

MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS (MCT)
HENDERSON, Nev. — President Barack Obama and
Republican rival Mitt Romney
joined their running mates in
rallying thousands of supporters
in must-win battleground states
Tuesday as they entered the final,
frenzied, two-week stretch of the
presidential race.
Obama continued with a familiar line of attack, arguing that
Romney has shifted positions on
key issues to win voters.
“Trust matters,” a shirt-sleeved
Obama told a crowd estimated at
9,500 at a park in Dayton, Ohio.
“You know, Ohio, you know me.
You know I mean what I say and I
do what I’m going to do. You know
that I will make the tough decision, even when it’s not popular.”
Romney criticized the president for answering Republicans’
charge of having no second-term
agenda by distributing a 20-page
pamphlet and a new TV ad with
already-introduced plans. Romney’s campaign promptly dubbed
it a “glossy panic button.”
“That’s why his campaign is taking on water and our campaign is
full steam ahead,” the former Massachusetts governor told 6,000
people at an outdoor pavilion in
Henderson, Nev. “Attacks on me
are not an agenda.”
Obama campaigned in Florida
and Ohio. Romney appeared in
Nevada before holding an evening
rally in Colorado with New Mexico
Gov. Susana Martinez and singers Kid Rock and Rodney Atkins.

Together, the two campaigns introduced four new ads Tuesday,
including a pair in which the men
speak directly into the cameras as
they make their final pitches to
undecided voters in swing states,
who’ll determine the winner.
Obama and Romney participated in their third debate Monday
night in Florida. It marked their
final joint appearance before the
Nov. 6 election.
A new Washington Post-ABC
News national tracking poll
released late Tuesday found a statistical dead heat with Romney at
49 percent and Obama at 48 percent among likely voters. Nearly
all interviews were conducted
before the final debate.
In Nevada, Romney and Rep.
Paul Ryan, his vice presidential
nominee, sought to portray their
campaign as picking up momentum as part of “a movement
across the country, as people are
realizing we can do a better job
than the past four years.”
“We can handle two more
weeks of campaigning, but we
can’t handle four more years
of what he’s given us,” Romney
said, ticking off unemployment
numbers, sinking housing costs
and rising gas prices. He said he’d
deliver 12 million new jobs, raise
take-home pay and cap spending.
A fired-up Obama began his
day speaking to 11,000 in the
South Florida city of Delray
Beach before joining Vice President Joe Biden in Ohio, where
he accused Romney of coming
down with a case of “Romnesia”
_ forgetting or abandoning his
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previous positions.
“If you said that you love
American cars during the debate,
you’re a car guy, but you wrote an
article titled ‘Let Detroit Go Bankrupt,’ you definitely have a case of
‘Romnesia,’ “ the president said to
cheers.
Romney, who’s promoted a
more centrist message in recent
weeks, has been under fire for
softening or changing his views
on a number of policies, including immigration, tax cuts and
abortion.
Obama reminded the crowd

that he’d backed the auto industry bailout, a move that
Romney opposed. While Detroit
and Michigan have a reputation
as the auto capital of America,
Ohio also is the home of several automobile plants and
an auto parts industry. One in
eight Ohio jobs is linked to the
industry.
“Folks don’t remember what
we did with the auto industry.
It wasn’t popular when we did
it. It wasn’t even popular in
Michigan and Ohio. But it was
necessary,” the president said.
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Track star prepares for season
By KARA KUCIN

THE PARTHENON
Senior Herd track and field athlete Vanessa Jules holds multiple
records for Marshall University.
Jules has her name on the records for the 300-meter run,
indoor and outdoor high jumps,
indoor pentathlon, 60-meter
hurdles, outdoor 4x100 relay and
outdoor 4x400 relay.
Jules is a Silver Spring, Md.,
native but her parents are originally from Haiti.
“A lot of my family still lives
there so they are unable to see
me run, but I always update
them so they know how I am
doing,” Jules said.
Before attending Marshall
Jules has had an impressive
array of results. She competed
in the Junior Olympics in the
4x400 team and earned fourth
in the nation. She also won the
Maryland state championship
for the high jump.
Jules said the Herd has been
coming up short every year and
finishing in last place in Conference USA but they are way
better than that.
“I want to set personal goals
for myself as well as for the
team,” Jules said. “I want the
team to improve as well as
myself because I would like to
make it to world championships this year.”
Jules said the Herd is working hard preparing for their
season. She said they have
strength and conditioning every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday at 6:15 a.m. and practice

JULES
everyday at 12:30 p.m. After a
long week of training the Herd
has early practice Saturday beginning at 8 a.m.
Jules’ best collegiate statistics are: long jump, 5.68 meters
(indoor); triple jump, 11.62
(outdoor); 200 meter run,
26.07 seconds (indoor), 25.14
(outdoor); and pentathlon,
3791 points (indoor).
Jules is working to get her
bachelor’s degree in psychology
and said she would like to be a
psychiatrist one day. As for her
plans with track after she graduates she would like to continue
competing at a high level.
“I would love to turn pro after I graduate,” Jules said.
The Marshall track and field
team will begin their regular
season in January.
Kara Kucin can be contacted at kucin@marshall.
edu.

MARSHALL RECORDS
- 300-meter run
- indoor high jump
- outdoor high jump
- indoor pentathlon
- 60-meter hurdles
- outdoor 4x100 relay
- outdoor 4x400 relay

COURTESY OF HERDZONE

Marshall University’s Vanessa Jules competes in the high jump. Jules
has the Marshall record for 300-meter run, indoor and outdoor high
jumps, indoor pentathlon, 60-meter hurdles, outdoor 4x100 relay and
outdoor 4x400 relay.

Herd men’s basketball ready to play Earnhardt Jr. cleared to race
By ADAM ROGERS

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Marshall University men’s
basketball officially began its
2012-13 season with Thundering
Herd Madness on Friday, Oct. 12.
Now that Herd Madness has
come and gone. It is time for
the team to begin concentrating on practice and its difficult
schedule.
Marshall’s difficult schedule includes games on the road against
Villanova, Kentucky and Ohio, as
well as home games against Nevada, Tulsa and Memphis.
The Herd began practicing the
morning of Herd Madness and
the players said they are ready
to go up against someone other
than their own teammates.
“We’re really excited,” sophomore guard Chris Martin
said. “We’ve been going very
hard in practice, working hard
and working our butts off all

summer. We’ve got some big
games, Coach (Herrion) is excited and we can’t wait.
“We’ve been getting prepared for the longest time and
we’re really excited to get this
ball rolling and everything,”
senior forward Dennis Tinnon
said. “We just have to continue
to work hard in practice, learn

all the new plays and stuff and
get everybody involved. We’re
excited to play somebody else
beside ourselves.”
Marshall is coming off a birth
in the National Invitational
Tournament after playing one
of the most difficult schedules
in the country last season.
This year, Martin said he

wants people to be on watch
for the Herd.
“I want my team to show that
we’re not scared of these big
games and we’re going to surprise people this year,” Martin
said.
Adam Rogers can be
contacted at rogers112@
marshall.edu.

COLLEEN O’SHEA | THE PARTHENON

The Marshall University basketball team hundle together before Herd Madness, Oct. 12 in the Cam
Henderson Center.

Miami Marlins fire Ozzie Guillen
By JOE CAPOZZI

PALM BEACH POST(MCT)
The Miami Marlins announced the firing of manager
Ozzie Guillen on Tuesday.
"After careful consideration
following the disappointment
of the 2012 season, we decided
to dismiss Ozzie," said baseball
operations president Larry
Beinfest.
"Our managerial search begins immediately and our hope
is that a new manager, along
with roster improvements, will
restore a winning culture."
The Marlins went 69-93 in
2012, finishing last in the NL East.
The Marlins fired Guillen
even though it will cost them
$7.5 million — the money
remaining on the four-year,

$10-million contract he signed
late last September.
The Marlins' front office will
meet with owner Jeffrey Loria in New York on Thursday
for their annual organizational
meetings.
Guillen's tenure in Miami
got off to a rough start in the
first week of the season when
he sparked an uproar with
published comments in Time
magazine that were sympathetic to Cuban dictator Fidel
Castro.
Guillen returned early from
the Marlins' first road trip to
apologize in Miami to the city's
large Cuban population, but
many in the organization felt
the episode set the tone for
what turned out to be the most

disappointing season in franchise history.
After struggling through April
with an 8-14 record, the Marlins posted a 21-8 record for the
month of May, the most wins
ever in any month in franchise
history. But the season quickly
went into a tailspin after that.
Guillen is on vacation in
Spain and one source said
he was expected to return
Wednesday.
Some sources said Guillen
lost the support of the front
office well before the season
ended, with Loria as perhaps
the last man in the manager's
corner.
But Guillen irked Loria at
least twice in the last month
of the season because of public
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remarks. On the last weekend
of the season, Loria was not
happy when Guillen implied
that he cared more about going
on vacation than whether he
would be retained as manager:
"The only thing I worry about,
make sure that American Airlines plane is ready for Madrid
on Thursday."
There was no immediate
word on the fate of the Marlins'
coaching staff, but it is believed
that bench coach Joey Cora Guillen's long-time friend and
confidant — will not return,
either. Fox Sports reported that
Cora will not be back.
If you are keeping score, the
next Marlins manager will be
the eighth since Loria took control of the team in 2002.

By JIM UTTER

THE CHARLOTTE OBSERVER
(MCT)
CHARLOTTE, N.C. — NASCAR's most popular driver will
return to the race track this
weekend.
Dale Earnhardt Jr., who had
been sidelined the last two
weeks suffering lingering effects from a pair of concussions,
on Tuesday was medically
cleared for competition.
Since being diagnosed with
a concussion following the
Oct. 7 race at Talladega, Ala.
— his second in roughly six
weeks — Earnhardt has participated in a rehabilitation
program directed by Charlotte
neurosurgeon Dr. Jerry Petty.
Throughout the process,
Petty consulted with Dr. Micky
Collins, director of the University of Pittsburgh Medical
Center Sports Medicine Concussion Program.
"Dale Jr. has done everything
asked of him," Petty said. "He
hasn't had a headache since
Oct. 12, and we have not been
able to provoke any symptoms
since that time.
"I have informed NASCAR
and Hendrick Motorsports
that he is medically cleared for
all NASCAR-related activity."
Team owner Rick Hendrick

originally said Sunday that
Earnhardt had been cleared
by doctors to race this week at
Martinsville, Va., He later clarified his comments to insist the
driver first had to complete an
on-track test this week to doctors' satisfaction.
Earnhardt took part in the
test on Monday at Gresham
Motorsports Park in Jefferson,
Ga., where he ran 123 laps on
the {-mile track under the supervision of Petty.
Earnhardt underwent a final neurological evaluation in
Charlotte on Tuesday morning.
Earnhardt said he first felt
symptoms nearly seven weeks
ago after a hard wreck at Kansas Speedway during a tire
test. He was seen by medical
staff at the track but did not
go into detail about his symptoms then or immediately
afterward.
When Earnhardt was still
suffering from headaches following a last-lap wreck at
Talladega on Oct. 7 he decided
to reach out to his sister, Kelley, and ended up meeting
with Petty.
Due to the structure of the
Chase, Earnhardt can finish no
worse than 12th in the series
standings despite missing the
last two races.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

Who do you think made the best
points in the third Presidential
Debate?
n Obama
n Romney

PHOTO EDITOR

CONTACT US

Column

ONLINE POLLS

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

The following are the results from the most recent poll
question: Who do you think made the best points in the second
Presdiential Debate?
n Obama
n Romney

53% - 39 votes
47% - 35 votes

Visit marshallparthenon.com to share your opinion.
Editorial

iPad Mini fills nonexistant demand
for a smaller Apple tablet alternative
Most of us here at The Parthenon own Apple products, as do
many college students, in general. A quick stroll around campus
will bare much Macbook, iPad and iPhone fruit.
Well, today Apple unveiled the iPad Mini and only one word
comes to mind - seriously?
The iPad Mini is such a waste it really is not even funny. Of
course Tim Cook and the gang will rake in enough dough to make
an amazing Apple pie, but at what point do we just say “look here
guys, this is stupid.”
The hugely popular iPad serves a purpose. Now many, if not
most, are owned by people who will never use them to their
full potential, but they fit the need for the gadget in-between a
smartphone and laptop perfectly. With that said, the creation of
an item to fill the unnoticed gap between iPad and smartphone

is just ridiculous.
The current iPad is a good size. It fits easily into most bags and
is solid enough while still being small and light. The 7.9-inch Mini
weights less than 7/10ths of a pound and is nothing more than an
excuse to make a smaller version of the iPad to make more money
from an adoring fan base.
Supposedly the Mini is supposed to compete with the Kindle
Fire, but as the Fire is nearly $200 cheaper than the Mini this is a
laughable goal. At $329 for the 16GB model, the Mini is closer in
price to its larger counterpart than its supposed competition.
All in all, this is a cruel unveiling that does nothing more than
make Apple richer and the consumers poorer.
Of course, in the end who is to blame – those who sell the fruit
or those who eat it?

Column

Think through that tattoo
By IRENE DRAGE

OREGON STATE U. VIA UWIRE
Back when I was a freshman — long ago, at a university far, far
away — I got the only tattoo I’ve ever regretted. Breaking up with
a tattoo is harder, and more expensive, than dumping a live-in significant other. Your options are basically either a cover-up tattoo or
laser removal — or some combination of both.
Your best bet is not getting a tattoo you’re going to regret in the
first place.
I’m not arguing against tattoos; that would be astoundingly hypocritical of me. I’m not covered, but I have a few, one of which is a
sleeve — incidentally, one covering the aforementioned regretted
tattoo. If you want a tattoo, go for it.
Before you do, though, don’t just choose a design because it’s
pretty or trendy. This ink is going to be with you for the rest of your
life. Let me repeat that so it sinks in: the rest of your life — there’s a
lot of dude-bros out there regretting their tribal armbands 10 years
later. If you’re going into this planning to have the tattoo removed at
a later date, you should save some money and go get a temporary
transfer from the quarter machines or just draw on yourself with a
Sharpie.
Also, keep in mind that you’re in college, presumably to earn a degree to qualify for a specific career. In other words, if you want to
teach fifth graders, don’t get a neck tattoo.
Your design should do more than look totally awesome — though
it should obviously do that as well. It needs to mean something. It
doesn’t need to mark an epiphany, but it should mean more to you
than just your first tattoo. And for goodness’ sake, don’t get your
significant other’s name tattooed on your body. Just, no. In all my
years as a tattoo junkie I have never met anyone with their special
someone’s name on them who was still with that special someone.
A rule of thumb for names is: they should only be your children’s or
a dead person’s.
To get your perfect design, you need to collaborate with your artist. Tell them what you want and bring them reference pictures, and
they’ll sketch up something for you. Tell them what you do and don’t
like about that sketch, and they’ll draw you up another one. Repeat
the process until there’s nothing you don’t like about the design.
Don’t settle on this. Remember: the rest of your life.
The process of working with the artist in designing your ink is
also a good way to make sure you don’t annoy the crap out of each
other. You’re going to be trapped under their needle for what might
be hours; being able to tolerate each other will be a good thing.
Please don’t just pick the nearest tattoo parlor and the artist who’s
free when you wander in off the street. Shop around. The artists will
have portfolios of their work on display in their shop. Leaf through
their books until you find someone whose style speaks to you,
amazes you and makes you want to look at it every day for the rest of
your life. This is a big decision. My artist is three hours away, because
what she does with color is amazing. For me, that’s worth the drive.
Tattoos hurt. Anyone who told you otherwise was either lying or
drunk. A reputable artist will never tattoo anyone they know to be
under the influence, and not only because they’ll lose their license. If
it’s not worth the pain, don’t get a tattoo; it’s as simple as that. If you
absolutely have to look like a d-bag, try the transfers and Sharpie
route, or I hear they have fabric “tattoo sleeves” at Spencer’s. Keep
in mind that anywhere the skin is thin, or the bones are close to the
surface, is gonna hurt like a mother. I don’t recommend one of those
areas for your first, but I’m not the boss of you, so do what you want.
If you have any questions, ask your artist! They’re your number
one resource — utilize them.
If after reading this you still get an ironic — or stupid — tattoo,
your pain when it’s getting lasered off or covered up will be my
sweet, sweet revenge.

Column

Arrest of Green Party candidates
calls out problems in elections
By IAN TIMBERLAKE

IOWA STATE U. VIA UWIRE
Green Party presidential
candidate Jill Stein and vice
presidential candidate Cheri
Honkala were arrested Oct. 16,
the night of the second presidential debate.
Complying peacefully, they
were charged with disorderly
conduct after they were refused entry into Hofstra U., the
location of the debate.
Stein and Honkala are the
predominate Green Party candidates who show up on 85
percent of the nation’s ballot, including Iowa. After the
Commission on Presidential
Debates disallowed them from
participating in the events,
Stein and Honkala protested
by sitting outside the debate
hall with an American flag,
surrounded by police officers
preventing them from entering
the facility.
Jailed
for
more
than
eight hours, the candidate’s
campaign manager Ben Manski said: “The arrest was
outrageous and shouldn’t be
tolerated in a country that is a
leading proponent of democracy. … They knew that there
was the possibility that they
would be arrested. Their intention was to enter the premises
and bear witness to the mockery of democracy that is
tonight’s debate.”
Many might argue that
Stein’s behavior, especially as

a presidential candidate, was
of slightly too high intensity.
Fair enough. That same kind
of pacifistic mentality strips
everything it means to be a democracy. I would like to note
that when Stein debated Romney in Massachusetts in 2002,
the Boston Globe claimed
“[Stein] was the only adult in
the room”.
Larry King has decided to be
a moderator for a live-stream
debate in Chicago for minorparty presidential candidates
at 7 p.m. CT this Tuesday on
Ora.tv/ora2012/thirdparty.
The debate includes: Libertarian Party, Gary Johnson; Green
Party, Jill Stein; Constitution
Party, Virgil Goode; Justice
Party, Rocky Anderson.
Larry King made it clear
none of them will win, going
on to say: “They have a story
to tell. It’s a valid story. It’s
a two-party system, but not
a two-party system by law.”
The debate is organized by
the Free and Equal Elections
Foundation.
To go back to Manski’s
remark about “mockery of democracy,” there seems to be a
very legal but very shady way
our debates are organized.
Here’s a not so well known
secret: The Commission on
Presidential Debates is actually
a private corporation.
You heard that right. All the
presidential elections you’ve
seen televised since 1987 are
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formed and run by the Democratic Party and Republican
Party. The commission is technically “nonprofit,” but the
money comes from contributions of various foundations
and corporations. And when
a corporation has money flow
and is under the control of the
Republican and Democratic
national committees, it becomes quite apparent nobody
is going to devote attention or
resources to a third party of
any kind.
In 2000, Ralph Nader filed
a lawsuit against the Commission on Presidential Debates,
which cited a monetary favor
to the Republican and Democratic national committees
and stated that was against
the Federal Election Campaign
Act. He lost the lawsuit on
the basis he failed to provide
enough evidence the commission was favoring or denying
any party.
The commission has drawn
outlash over the years, leading
to protests at its headquarters
and demanding of contact information being posted on its
website. The list of allegations
is endless.
In 2004, Green Party candidate David Cobb and
Libertarian candidate Michael
Badnarik were arrested for civil
disobedience after ignoring the
police request to not enter the
presidential debate.
In 2008, the Center for Public

Integrity found 93 percent of
commission’s money came
from just six donors, all of
which were kept secret.
Just a month ago, Libertarian Party presidential
candidate Gary Johnson filed
a lawsuit against the Commission
on
Presidential
Debates for denying competition by the Sherman
Anti-Trust Act, a century old
act that denies business from
restraining competition in
the market. Johnson asked
the court to put a hold on all
presidential debates until the
lawsuit was completed or until all presidential candidates
were allowed debate time by
the commission and had the
270 electoral votes to win an
election. That request was
denied.
Do you notice a trend here?
Two active presidential
candidates and three former
presidential candidates in recent times have all protested
both formally and informally
for the right to a fair election
process, and all have lost and/
or been arrested.
Regardless of what the
court finds in Johnson’s lawsuit and regardless of the
likelihood of a third party
getting elected, all parties
that have a spot on an American presidential ballot should
have the right to an equal and
fair election process — what
is this, a democracy?
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Penn State

Continued from Page 2
“I do not believe he did anything wrong,” he said of Simberg,
an adjunct at the institute. Simberg said in an email his attorney
advised him not to comment,
“but I do stand by what I wrote.”
In a blog post in National Review Online, Steyn quoted the
Competitive Enterprise Institute
blog’s Sandusky comment in full.
“Not sure I’d have extended
that metaphor all the way into the
locker-room showers with quite
the zeal Mr Simberg does, but he
has a point. Michael Mann was
the man behind the fraudulent climate-change ‘hockey-stick’ graph,”
Steyn wrote, referring to Mann’s
graph showing steady temperatures over centuries and a sudden
rise in the 20th century. “ ... And
when the East Anglia emails came
out, Penn State felt obliged to ‘investigate’ Professor Mann. ... And,
as with Sandusky and (football
Coach Joe) Paterno, the college declined to find one of its star names
guilty of any wrongdoing.”
David Rivkin, an attorney
for National Review, said, “The
lawsuit is utterly lacking in
merit and we are comfortable
predicting that we’ll prevail.”
Mann is the director of the
Earth System Science Center
at Penn State and shared with
other climate scientists in the
2007 Nobel Peace Prize.
“There is a larger context
for this latest development,
namely the onslaught of dishonest and libelous attacks that
climate scientists have endured
for years by dishonest front
groups seeking to discredit the
case for concern over climate
change,” Mann said in an email.
“It’s why I wrote my book ‘The
Hockey Stick and the Climate
Wars’ about my experiences as
a public figure in the climate
change debate, and it’s why I
filed this suit.”

Frights

Continued from Page 1
“The goal of the Healthy Kids,
Healthy WV initiative is to use
members of young professionals organizations to inspire
communities across the state to
make environmental changes
that will reverse the current
rise in childhood obesity rates,”
Michele Muth, assistant director of the Marshall Recreation
Center said.
Charles Shumaker, chair of
young professionals committee, said the turnout rate was
great, and overall the Haunted
Rec event was a success. He
said the ultimate objective
is to lower inactivity among
children.
“The Young Professionals
Committee strives to get kids
active and make them aware of
what they eat,” Shumaker said.
“The Haunted Rec event was a
great first step.”
Daniel Giraldo, 12, said he
was glad he came.
“I have younger twin sisters
here with me and this was great
for them to come and have fun
while being inside and safe,”
Giraldo said.
“I learned how important it
is not to skip breakfast and we
will leave with healthy treats to
snack on while we are on our
way home.”
Every participant left the
Haunted Rec with a goody bag
full of healthy treats.
Caroline Vassiliou can be
contacted at vassiliou1@
marshall.edu.
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More than math required to tally Navy’s strength
By MATTHEW SCHOFIELD

MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS (MCT)
WASHINGTON — America’s Navy
is stronger, smaller, more dominant,
more vulnerable and more lethal than
at any time since World War I. So, for
those confused by dueling candidates
on the topic during Monday night’s
presidential debate, hope that’s cleared
up things.
If not, it’s because determining naval
strength, while never simple, is exceedingly complicated in these complicated
times. All-of-the-above answers can be
easily found among those who study
the U.S. Navy. Sometimes, a single
expert will voice many of the contradictions in the same statement.
For what they’re worth, the raw
numbers: The U.S. Navy today has
286 ships. In 1916 it had 245, and by
1917, 342. By the end of World War
II, it had 6,768 ships. At the height
of the Cold War in 1987, the Navy
boasted 594 ships. The recent low
point came in 2007 when it had 278
ships.
For what it’s worth, in 1886, the
Navy had only 38 ships, the most common of which were “screw sloops.”
The modern Navy doesn’t list any
screw sloops.
But when looking at the numbers, Jacob Stokes, a researcher at the Center
for a New American Security, notes that
it’s important to remember that when
the U.S. force reached its peaks, there
was always a similarly armed foe: Germany, Japan, the Soviet Union.
“Today, we don’t have a peer
competitor,” he notes. U.S. naval superiority today is unquestioned. No

other nation has more than two operational aircraft carriers. The United
States has 11, and the other nations
with two are Italy and Spain. China,
the frequent foil in this discussion,
just launched its first carrier but does
not yet have planes capable of landing
on it, and it does not yet have a single
“carrier battle group.”
“China won’t be showing up on the
California coast anytime soon,” Stokes
said.
Max Boot advises Romney on defense issues, though his position is
more nuanced than probably suits
a presidential candidate during a
debate.
When asked to gauge the strength of
the U.S. Navy, Boot noted that it “is incomparably stronger today than it was
in 1916. But today’s Navy doesn’t have
to fight the Navy of 1916.”
He notes potential enemies, China
and Iran, and pirates. The threats he
notes include terrorism, missiles and
cyber-weapons (none necessarily specific to naval power).
“No question, the quality of our ships
today is the highest it’s ever been, but
at some point quality can’t substitute
for a lack of quantity, and that’s the situation we’re in today,” he argues.
The threat today’s Navy faces is
multifaceted. But it can also rely upon
a multifaceted network for response,
from air support, missiles, unmanned
drones and satellite intelligence.
James R. Holmes, an associate professor of strategy at the U.S. Naval War
College, though speaking on his own,
notes: “We judge naval combat power
on a relative scale. ... That’s why ‘the

Navy is smaller than it has been since
1917’ and ‘the Navy is bigger than the
next 13 navies combined’ both contain
a grain of truth but are basically factoids. Numbers count; the tonnage of
ships counts; but these one-liners tell
us little.”
The reality of the modern world is
that the U.S. Navy is very unlikely to be
engaged in a traditional high-seas battle. Instead, potential battles would be
close to land, meaning that naval power
(on both sides) would have to include
air power, ground power and missile
capacity.
Iran cannot match American naval
power, but it can pose a potential threat
if near a coast it uses smaller boats to
“swarm” more powerful but less numerous U.S. ships.
“You also have to be careful about
just counting hulls,” Holmes notes.
“A nuclear-powered aircraft carrier counts as one hull; so does a
minesweeper.”
Michael O’Hanlon, an expert on security with Washington’s Brookings
Institution, said that while it is obvious
there is no comparable naval threat, it’s
important to remember the world can
change, quickly.
Japan hid an attacking force behind
a thunderstorm to launch its attack on
Pearl Harbor. Today, the Navy would
rely on satellite intelligence for early
warning.
“But one consideration is that a foe
in the future might have the ability to
put satellites out of commission,” he
said. “It’s possible that this 20-year period will be viewed as a vacation from
history.”

Alleged 9/11 mastermind dyed his beard with berry juice at Guantanamo

Grant

By CAROL ROSENBERG

Getting students involved
in all aspects of the museum
restoration is important to
Strait, who will be teaching
a special topics class next semester focusing on creating
displays for the museum, creating an outreach campaign
and reconstructing the bison
skeleton recently acquired by
the College of Science.
“One of the reasons the
museum doesn’t have a big
campus presence is when
you go to a museum you typically see displays,” Strait said.
“What we have is basically all
the stuff that you don’t see,
this is the stuff in the backroom with all the research
collection.”
She said she wants to the
community to know what a

THE MIAMI HERALD (MCT)
GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, Cuba —
The alleged mastermind of the Sept. 11 attacks,
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, used improvised
prison camp products — berries and breakfast juice, not store-bought henna — to dye
his white beard red for this year’s war court
appearances, a Pentagon spokesman said
Tuesday.
How the self-described former chief of al-Qaida operations reddened his beard for his May
arraignment and again at last week’s hearing
had been a five-month mystery.
His lawyers are under a prison camp gag
order and the detention center is especially
secretive about what goes on in Camp 7, Guantanamo’s clandestine prison for former CIA
captives.
Tuesday, Army Lt. Col. Todd Breasseale
said in response to a five-month-old question
that Mohammed “did craft his own natural
means” inside the prison camps to concoct his

self-styled beard dye.
“I don’t have his exact procedure,” Breasseale
said, “but can confirm the use of at least berries
and juice to create a kind of harmless dye.”
Mohammed got to Guantanamo in 2006
after 183 rounds of CIA water boarding and
boasted that he planned the attacks of Sept.
11, 2001, “from A to Z.” He and four alleged accomplices face a death penalty prosecution as
organizers, funders and trainers of the 9/11
hijackers.
At his hearing last week, Mohammed got
permission from his judge, Army Col. James L.
Pohl, to wear a hunting vest to his trial. The
prison camps commander had vetoed the
attire.
The 49-year-old, U.S.-educated Pakistani has
come to court carefully adorned — in a white
turban and traditional tunic — a sharp contrast
to his disheveled appearance in a photograph
taken at his 2003 capture, which showed him
rousted from bed in an ill-fitting T-shirt with
black stubble on his chin.

Continued from Page 1

great resource Marshall has
and that it is open to all, from
Girl Scout troops, to students
and curious citizens.
“There’s a teaching collection that we use for classes
and then there’s a research
collection that if students
want to do research projects
on they can,” Strait said. “If
people from the Department
of Natural Resources need information about something,
they can access these specimens. If people from other
institutions want to study a
certain species of salamander,
they can come down, it’s a national resource.”
The restoration of the West
Virginia Biological Survey
Museum should be completed
in 2014.
Elizabeth Stewart can be
contacted at stewart52@
marshall.edu.
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It’s a horror show every day on TV
By DIANE WERTS

NEWSDAY (MCT)
“The Walking Dead.” “American Horror Story.” “True Blood.”
TV dares to scare us every day now.
Who needs Halloween?
All of us, apparently. Networks are ramping up eerie episodes and spooky specials
like never before. And you know TV only
gives us what we want. Halloween now is
commonly cited as America’s second most
popular holiday (after Christmas). Take
that, Valentine’s and Mother’s Day.
“I think the popularity stems from
how there’s no agenda on Halloween.
It’s just about having fun,” says Thomas
Vitale, executive vice president of programming at Chiller and Syfy. Both of his
NBC-owned cable channels are doing it
up big this month. Syfy is running its annual 31 Days of Halloween, while smaller
sibling Chiller debuted the fright flick
“Dead Souls” and now premieres the

documentary “The American Scream”
(Oct. 28 at 8 p.m.), following three families who turn their homes into elaborate
houses of horror.
“It’s not a religious holiday,” Vitale ticks
off among Halloween’s selling points. “It
has no political implications. It’s popular among people of all ages. There are
no romantic entanglements, no family
agenda, no worry about aging.”
Just lots of personal catharsis. Don a
costume. Be somebody else. Let loose.
Scare others, and get scared yourself.
“A good scary movie has to have that
emotional release,” Vitale says. “You come
out of it almost feeling cleansed, like all the
tension has evaporated from your life.”
Heavy, no? So lots of TV treatments
keep it light. Sitcoms go gonzo for
ghost day, with nearly two dozen having at it for 2012. (Did you even know
there were that many sitcoms on the
air?) New TV movies jump on board.

Vintage marathons line up (“Roseanne,”
the queen of scream). And unscripted
schedules fill with titles boasting the
words “ghost,” “scare,” “monsters” and
“paranormal.” In the run-up to Oct. 31,
viewers seek the supernatural, the way
we indulge miracles at Christmastime.
That yearning for magic/catharsis has spilled over from once-yearly
stunts like ABC Family’s annual 13
Nights of Halloween to weekly doses
of danger. HBO’s on-hiatus hit “True
Blood,” AMC’s new third season of
“The Walking Dead” and FX’s just-back
second round of “American Horror
Story,” subtitled “Asylum.” Vitale says
“the attitude has changed both with
the audience and with critics,” who
often used to dismiss such “genre” offerings as being akin to comic books _
something for kids, or adults with arrested development.
Now, these productions are winning

Study says Facebook lowers self-control
By KATIE HUMPHREY

STAR TRIBUNE (MINNEAPOLIS)
(MCT)
Step away from the cookies.
Too tough?
Step away from Facebook
first.
That might make it easier,
according to a recent study by
two marketing professors who
found that just five minutes spent
browsing the social networking
site lowers self-control.
“When people use Facebook,
they feel happier about themselves,” said Andrew Stephen,
a professor at the University of
Pittsburgh who co-authored the
study. “People who feel better
about themselves are less likely
to self-regulate. They almost give
themselves a free pass to indulge
in something.”
The momentary boost in
self-esteem, and subsequent

relaxing of self-control, was
strongest among those who
focused on close friends while
perusing the social network.
Facebook viewers were more
likely to choose a chocolate
chip cookie over a presumably
healthier granola bar snack
and gave up more quickly
when presented with difficult
math problems. Those who
reported spending more time
on Facebook in their daily routines were also more likely to

Where am I, Siri? Testing the new
iPhone iOS 6 operating system

be overweight and have lower
credit scores.
Stephen said they suspect it is
the repeated small indulgences
that led to Facebook users’
weight and financial woes.
“We have to be careful about
using social media in the sense
that it can momentarily affect
us psychologically,” he said.
From a marketing perspective,
the study may be a step toward
learning what type of advertising
is most enticing on social media
sites, say, luxury goods over toilet
paper.
But he said the research
could also be useful in people’s
daily lives, especially if they’re
trying to avoid temptation.
“If (you’re) about to go home
and (you) want to go to the gym,
don’t spend time on Facebook
while you’re on your way,” he
said. “You may decide not to go.”

accolades,
and awards.
Vitale, a longtime devotee of fantasy/ fright,
thinks the mainstreaming seen
in scare series on broader-based
outlets like AMC and FX reflects
new appreciation for the imagination unleashed in these
shows. “I love the fact that
‘genre’ is looked at not just
as popular now, but it’s
looked at as quality. People used to say, ‘Wow,
for Syfy that’s good,’
like ‘for genre.’ Now,
they say, ‘That’s
good.’ No more
genre qualification.”

‘The X Factor’ gets third season
By YVONNE VILLARREAL

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
LOS ANGELES - Fox announced Monday that it will
be bringing back “The X Factor” for a third season.
The current season kicked
off with new additions Britney
Spears and Demi Lovato. Despite the hype of its new faces,
the Season 2 premiere averaged 8.5 million viewers, down
more than 3 million from last
year’s premiere. Settling in, the
Fox series is averaging a 3.9 rating with adults age 18-49 and
bringing in 10.6 million total viewers.
“I couldn’t be happier
about THE X FACTOR already being renewed for
another season,” the everconfident Simon Cowell
said in a lengthy statement.

“I am so proud of the show and
the team who have made it this
season. I want to thank our
incredible sponsors for their
support and creativity, and FOX
for going out of their way to do
everything they can to make
this show a success. Most importantly, I have to personally
thank our amazing fans for the
support and enthusiasm they
have given to THE X FACTOR.
Our main commitment will
always be to find great talent,
and let’s not forget, we are now
days away from our first live
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By ELLEN CREAGER

DETROIT FREE PRESS (MCT)
How reliable is the new iPhone
operating system for navigation and
information? In the past two weeks,
I drove 856 miles through Michigan,
Ohio, West Virginia and Pennsylvania on a reporting trip. I took along
my iPhone 4S with the new iOS 6
operating system to see how its
new maps and improved Siri would
perform.Here’s what I found:
1. Siri still isn’t too bright.
Yes, she can tell you the score
of the Tigers game, but she still
doesn’t know what an REI store
is. She helpfully directed me to
the Carnegie Museum of Natural History in Pittsburgh, but
could not locate the Holiday Inn
Express near Zanesville, Ohio.
2. Maps are good, or at least
good enough. Despite a ton of
criticism directed at Apple maps, I
found the street-level accuracy as
reliable as Google Maps. I love the
feature that tilts the map into 3-D.
3. Voice navigation is acceptable. In general, I’m not big on
voice navigation, but it is helpful in short doses while driving
from Point A to B.
4. The maps feature seems to
look for the closest but not always
the shortest route. In southwestern
Pennsylvania, it sent me driving for
43 miles on rambling Route 40 to
pick up westbound I-70 at a more
direct entrance, although Route
40 included school buses making
stops and slow traffic.
5. Construction? What construction? Siri and the maps feature don’t
seem to know about construction.
I lucked out when I happened to
talk to travelers from Wheeling,

MCTDIRECT

W.Va., at a rest stop, and they
warned me of long construction
delays ahead. In Ohio, the maps feature didn’t know portions of Route
19 and Route 53 were closed. In
frustration, I finally turned off the
maps and used a road atlas to reliably chart my way home.
6. After working perfectly for
two days, Siri seemed to go on
hiatus in Ohio. I’d ask something
easy, like: “Show my current location” or “Text Holly” or “Location
of Ohio State University,” and then
wait as her microphone blinked
and whirled. I’d wait. And wait.
And wait. She never replied.
My conclusion? The improved maps and upgraded Siri
are an improvement over the
old iPhone system, but bring a
road map in the car with you as
a backup, and feel free to overrule Siri and the maps if they
direct you to do something silly.
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shows. The gloves are off! Expect fireworks!”
But will Spears and Lovato be
back for Season 3? Spears’ multimillion-dollar contract is only
for one year, but maybe she’ll
consider coming back so that
her memes will live on. And we
doubt Lovato is willing to give up
her spats with Cowell.
Until then, there’s still
much to digest of this season.
Khloe Kardashian and Mario
Lopez have signed to serve as
the show’s co-hosts, they’re
set to take the stage Nov. 1.
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